
 

Sisters of Mercy Mid-Atlantic Community 
Prayer Ritual for Meetings during May 2018 

 
Greeting:                                                                                                            
Jesus Christ, Lord glorified on high, 
Your Ascension is the hope of our future glory. 
May it move us to make your glory dwell on earth  
and to be witnesses to your presence  
among our brothers and sisters until the end of time. 
 
Doxology 
 
Hymn: Choose from these: “City of God,” D. Shutte; “The 
Summons,” J. Bell; “Lord You Give the Great 
Commission,” Jeffrey Rowthorn; “Servant Song,” Donna 
McGargill 
 

Psalm 47 – Paraphrased 
 
Ant.: Sing praise to God, sing praise! 
 
L. All you peoples, clap your hands; raise a joyful shout to God. 
    For the Most High is awesome, glorious over all the earth. 
    
R. The God of our hearts is mighty, reigning over all creation: 
    The lands, sea and air. 
 
L. The God of love invites all people to be co-creators, to bring nations to peace. 
     Love is our heritage, our birthright, to be awakened in every soul. 
        
R. God has ascended amid shouts of joy and trumpet peals.  
     Sing praise to God, sing praise. Join the cosmic dance of celebration! 
 
L. Sing praises to the Creator, sing praises to our God, one and all!  
    For our loving God created the universe, let us dance to the flute and the harp. 
 
R. May all the nations gather with the people of the God of Abraham and Sarah 
     And proclaim how exalted is our God!  
 
ALL: Glory be to God, three in One, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Ant.: Sing praise to God, sing praise! 
 
Reading: Ephesians 1:3-8 
 
Contemporary Reading from Pope Francis Apostolic Exhortation “Rejoice and Be 
Glad: On the Call to Holiness in Today’s World,” March 2018 

A Christian cannot think of his or her mission on earth without seeing it as a path of holiness, 
for “this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Thess 4:3). Each saint is a mission, planned by 
the Father to reflect and embody, at a specific moment in history, a certain aspect of the 
Gospel.  



 

That mission has its fullest meaning in Christ and can only be understood through him. At its 
core, holiness is experiencing, in union with Christ, the mysteries of his life. It consists in uniting 
ourselves to the Lord’s death and resurrection in a unique and personal way, constantly dying 
and rising anew with him. But it can also entail reproducing in our own lives various aspects of 
Jesus’ earthly life: his hidden life, his life in community, his closeness to the outcast, his poverty 
and other ways in which he showed his self-sacrificing love. The contemplation of these 
mysteries, as Saint Ignatius of Loyola pointed out, leads us to incarnate them in our choices 
and attitudes. Because “everything in Jesus’ life was a sign of his mystery”, “Christ’s whole life 
is a revelation of the Father”…  

This is a powerful summons to all of us. You too need to see the entirety of your life as a 
mission. Try to do so by listening to God in prayer and recognizing the signs that he gives you. 
Always ask the Spirit what Jesus expects from you at every moment of your life and in every 
decision you must make, so as to discern its place in the mission you have received. Allow the 
Spirit to forge in you the personal mystery that can reflect Jesus Christ in today’s world. 

May you come to realize what that word is, the message of Jesus that God wants to speak to 
the world by your life. Let yourself be transformed. Let yourself be renewed by the Spirit, so 
that this can happen, lest you fail in your precious mission. The Lord will bring it to fulfilment 
despite your mistakes and missteps, provided that you do not abandon the path of love but 
remain ever open to his supernatural grace, which purifies and enlightens.                                                                                                

Question for reflection and sharing: 
 
Pope Francis has called us to be saints in today’s world. How does that touch you 
today? How are you embodying the call to holiness in your everyday life choices and 
decisions? 
 
Briefly share with the group some fruit of your reflection.  
 
Concluding Prayer 
O Gracious God, we open our hearts to your love and mercy trusting that you know our 
needs and desires. We hear your call to be “lights” in the midst of so much darkness in 
our world. May our lights shine brightly so that we may witness the warmth of your 
Risen Presence in our world today! We ask this through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord 
and Savior. Amen. 
 
Blessing: 
May the Spirit of the Living God dwell within us! 
May the Spirit of the Loving God create new hearts in us!   
May the Spirit of the Creating God animate us to go forth in mercy!  


